December 2019

THE FOCUS
FROM The Pastor
Be Prepared!

With Christmas fast approaching, this seems like an obvious piece of advice. Isn’t this what
everyone is telling us? Don’t wait to buy your gifts; buy now, put them on layaway, order
ahead, be prepared! Don’t wait until the last minute to get the food ready; get extra, buy
items to make cooking easier, think about ordering food from a restaurant, be prepared!
Whether it is about travel, gift buying, food making, decorating, or anything else, all that we
are hearing now is someone telling us the same thing: BE PREPARED!
While everyone seems to be telling us this one message, I think we can still easily find ourselves unprepared for Christmas. This is a holiday entirely focused on Jesus coming to
earth. Advent is the season leading up to Christmas, in which we as Christians are supposed
to prepare ourselves to recognize Jesus’ presence when he arrives. In many ways, this seems
redundant. After all, isn’t everyone focused on Christmas right now?
I believe that there is a question that we should ask that might make us think again about
how prepared we really are. After all, didn’t Jesus promise to the disciples, “And behold, I
am with you always, to the very end of the age (Matthew 28:20 ESV)”? Didn’t Jesus promise that, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it
to me (Matthew 25:40)”? But how often can we actually say that we have experienced Jesus’ presence? How often do we find Jesus in “the least”? Or how often do we ignore those
we might deem “the least” because it is just so much easier to do so?
It would be a shame if we came to another Christmas and missed the Christ of Christmas. It
will be a day filled with family, gifts, and food. There will be joy and laughter, sorrow and
tears, and plenty of rushing and busyness. During the month of December, we have a chance
to get ourselves ready so that we do not miss the infinite ways in which Jesus will be present. So let’s heed the cry of Advent. Let’s be prepared.

Pastor Jason Stanley
Christmas Eve Service
This year, our Christmas Eve service is at 7:30 PM. The theme for the Christmas Eve service
is “Joy to the World.” The service will be based around what is called “A Service of Las Posadas,” which is a worship service from the Latin American tradition welcoming the Holy Family
and celebrating the birth of Jesus. The service is very family friendly, and will still have our
traditional candlelit Silent Light as well as communion. I look forward to seeing you at 7:30
PM on Christmas Eve for “Joy to the World.”

HIGHLIGHTS of the NOVEMBER CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:
1. Fruitful Congregation Journey is encouraging growing together. The committee is working
on a pamphlet. FCJ is almost complete.
2. Several projects at the Annex are being worked on.
3. The bell tower has been reroofed.
4. The lights in the sanctuary will be replaced and globes will be reinstalled.
5. Pledge cards are coming in and we will be working on a proposed spending plan for 2020.
6. New officers for 2020 Church Council: Terry Ivey—Finance Chair, Rex Lane—Trustee
Chair, and Tom Holloway—SPRT Chair.
7. Christmas Eve Service will be at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, December 24.
Full report of the October meeting is on the bulletin board in the church office hallway

Church Spending Plan as of 2019
Monthly

November

Year to Date

Income

$20,522.00

Income

$160,243.63

Expense

$10,077.73

Expense

$134,841.63

THANK YOU! Thank you for all the pr ayer s, calls,
visits and cards to us during the last several months. It
has been scary, but it’s looking so much better now.
Prayers are amazing! They have worked and helped so
much. God is good! We all appreciate the love and concern you gave to us. It means so much. Thanks again!
In God’s love, Scott, Sue, Lauren, Drew Morrow and
Jane Scholar
THANK YOU – To my FUMC Family, I want to
thank all of you, my church family. I say family as that
is what all of you are to me, family. I want to thank all
of you for the cards, calls and prayers during my recovery. The first weekend Sally Varner brought me a prayer shawl as soon as I put it around me I could feel the
love and prayers from all of you. God Bless all of you,
Kathy Boxell

THE JONAH SKIT that Steven Shar on and
Leland Gamson did here at First Church is available on
You Tube. If you would like to view the skit it is on You
Tube under "Leland Gamson Jonah".

2019-2020 RESPONSIBLITIES
FOR THE DONUTS
December — J.O.Y. Class
January—Koninia Class

SHIRTS!! If you are interested in a
FUMC T-shirt, we have some available. They are $10 each and come in
various sizes. Please see Carroll
DeVries if you are interested in purchasing a shirt. There are a limited
number of shirts in the church office,
but we will be ordering again.

UMW NOODLES
We have noodles for sale!
Just stop by the church office.
They are $3.50 a bag.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2

Carol Fisher

18

Lauren Swathwood

6

Ann Zobrosky

22

Phylis Kepler

12

Jan Michos

24

Jack Stace

13

Sally Bancroft

26

Ruth Ann Rust

15

Jane Scholar

26

Mary Ann Frankenfield

16

Jim DeForest

30

Leland Gamson

17

Sue Bratton

ANNIVERSARIES
12/12 Rex & Cathy Lane
12/29 Lee & Laura Kistler

WICK PIES! Pies are here. If you
ordered pies and haven’t picked
them up see Donna Wiley. We have a
few left if you would like to buy
some. They are $7.00 each. Thank
you for supporting your Preschool!

Preschool Postings
We are winding down or up for Christmas already. It never ceases to amaze me how fast the
school year goes by. We want to thank the UMW for their generous check that they gave us to
support the preschool. Since we are low again this year this donation will help us out a lot. We
had a successful pie sale this year and we want to thank everyone who bought pies. We made
around $400 from that fundraiser. We are planning on doing an Applebee’s Dine to Donate in
the next couple of months. We also are doing Concannon’s flavored popcorn again this year in
February or March. More details are coming soon.
We got out the dress-up clothes a little while back. Miss Crystal and I got a lot of shots those
days. We may have some future doctors in our midst. They may need to work on their bedside
manner though. Four-year old Rhyan told her patient, Philip, he passed out from the shot and
proceeded to lay him down. I am working on getting the video on Facebook.
We are working on making Christmas ornaments for the children to take home. Cecilia turns all
of them into bracelets. We aren’t sure if any make it to their tree.
Thank you for all the prayers and support we receive for FUMC Preschool.
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SERVICE TIMES

H O P E
Receiving it

MORNING WORSHIP— 9:15 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL—

Living it
Sharing it

.

10:30 A.M

YOUTH GROUP— 6:00 P.M.

