
THE FOCUS 
January 2019 

 

                

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dream Big; Pray Bigger; Do Hard Things 

 

At Charge Conference this past November, Conference Superintendent Rev. Chris Nunley placed this vision be-
fore all of our churches.  I have been so inspired by this challenge that I am hoping for us to make it our goal for 
the upcoming year, and I want us, once again, to look at it at the start of the year. 

 

I remember as a young kid having posters in my classroom with the saying, “Shoot for the moon.  Even if you 
miss, you will land among the stars.”  I’m not sure when it happened, but I think most adults have either forgotten 
that phrase, or at least stopped trying to live by it.  We stop dreaming big dreams, settling for small things that we 
think are “more realistic,” but leave us wanting more.  God wants the Church to dream big dreams, because the 
God we serve is a big God! 

 

God is so big that even our biggest dreams are not big enough!  Paul calls God, “[H]im who by the power at work 
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine (Eph. 3:20, NRSV).”  Even 
our dreams aren’t big enough for God!  That’s why we should not just dream big; we need to pray bigger.  Pray 
whatever you can imagine, as much as you can imagine, and then ask God to do even more, because He is able. 

 

If we just end there, however, we have nice thoughts that might not materialize.  More often than we would like to 
think, the answer to those big prayers is the one uttering the prayer.  Do you want to see God solve the poverty in 
Marion?  The drug problems?  The violence?  The loneliness?  Christian singer Matthew West put it well when he 
sang, “I said, ‘God, why don’t you do something?’ He said, ‘I did.  I created you!’”  If we are going to dream the 
big dreams and pray the big prayers, we need to do the hard things God is calling us to do. 

 

I truly believe that, if we “Dream big; pray bigger; do hard things,” we can see God do incredible things this year.  
After all, our God “is able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine.” 

 

Pastor Jason Stanley 

YEAR END GIFTS – If you are wanting to give a year end gift to the church, please have it to the 
church by noon on Monday, December 31st or postmarked by the 31st, so we can credit your statement. 
Thank you for supporting your church this year. 

 



                     2019 

      RESPONSIBLITIES                

       FOR THE  DONUTS                               

            January—Koinonia Class                   
 February—J.O.Y. Class                                                                                                                 

      Church Spending Plan  as of  2018 

   Monthly         November                              Year to Date                            

  Income             $13,622.50          Income    $157,509.16        

  Expense                  $10,288.58            Expense       $162,456.58 
 

HIGHLIGHTS of the DECEMBER CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: 

1. Pastor Jason asked the council what 3 groups of people are there that we want to see in our church.  

2. Several Trustees issues were discussed: Annex building, parsonage window, boiler has been fixed.  

3. 2019 Spending Plan was presented and approved. 

4. Sacred Places is almost ready to submit the application. 

5. We are working on getting the alarm system place on an automatic timer. 

6. Christmas Party for the children will be on December 23rd at noon. Pizza, gifts, Christmas story and   
Santa will be here. 

  

Full report of the November meeting is on the bulletin board in the church office hallway. 

 

 
Preschool Postings 

Once again the year is flying by, we are half way through the preschool year.  So far we are having a good year, with six 
children. They get along with each other and like to play together.  That is a big plus in my book. Some years that hasn’t 
been the case and those years are long.  

We celebrated Christmas this year with a small party in the classroom. The children decorated gingerbread houses, enjoyed a 
Christmas story and a Christmas snack. Pastor Jason cam in and read the next chapter of The Lion, Witch and Wardrobe, 
and each week he reads to the children, the more interested they get. The first week they were looking around not seeming to 
listen, but each time after they have listened more closely. After listening to a story, four-year old Landyn makes a comment 
about the story, “That was a good story”, “That was a short story,” or “That was a long story”, but usually he likes the story 
and he really likes The Lion, Witch and Wardrobe.   

On Tuesday the day before our Christmas party, I asked three-year old Rhyan if she was coming the next day for our party. 
She looked at me and said, “Me don’t know, I have to get in my phone and check, I might have something.” Of course, she 
came. She has had a little trouble separating from Great-grandpa and he has trouble with the stairs. So, I have been waiting 
on them before I go downstairs. One day I heard, “Miss Donna, me here”, and Rhyan was standing on the landing waiting 
for me.  

Three-year old Ameliah has this thing that girls can’t be buddies, so I call the girls buddy-girls. Most of the time she’s okay 
with that. The other day I called her that and she told me she wasn’t my friend, with an impish look on her face. Megan told 
her that “Miss Donna might cry if you’re not her friend.” Ameliah replied that she wanted to see me cry. She almost did too 
as I was trying so hard not to laugh that I almost did cry. Later, I teased her back and said that I don’t share my M&M’s with 
people who aren’t my friends. Of course, she was my friend then, still wearing her teasing, impish face.  

We have had so much fun this year. We would like to thank you for all of your support, through prayers, donations and 
fundraisers. We appreciate all the help you have given us. We do ask that you continue to pray for us through the rest of the 
year.  

  



 

2019 PLEDGES CARDS If you haven’t turned your card in there is still time; you may turn it in to the 
church office. We asked that you prayerfully consider your pledge for next year. The pledges help us 
to set the 2019 budget. Thank you for your continuous support to the ministry of Marion First United 
Methodist Church! 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  

1 Sharon Gunyon   

12 Sidenia Stace         

 12 Cheryl Gulley    

            13 Ruby Hartgraves  

            18 Jean McCarty  

22 Megan Wiley 

 26      Sheila Todd 

      30 Marguerite Murrell 

 31  Grace Curfman  

  

   

 

 

 

 

        1/08 Davis & Amy Clark 

THANK YOU! I would like to thank everyone for  
the generous Love Offering that was given. But most of 
all the love and support that has been shown to me over 
the last 16 years. Thank you for being a loving and kind 
family! Rita Forsythe  

 

THANK YOU! I would like to thank everyone for  
the cards, calls, flowers that I received while I was in 
rehab following my surgery. I really appreciated it all. 
Thanks to all! Love, Carolyn James 

DICK KNOST’S ADDRESS – Dick is in rehab 
in Noblesville, IN. Here is his address there: 
Richard Knost, c/o Riverview Hospital, 395 
Westfield Blvd., Room 4412, Noblesville, IN 
46060. 



First United Methodist Church 
624 S. Adams St. 
Marion, IN 46953 

January 2019 

 SERVICE TIMES 
                                                                                  
     MORNING WORSHIP— 9:15 A.M.  

               SUNDAY SCHOOL—   10:30 A.M.           

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  MISSION STATEMENT 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the 

world. 

 
 

THE NEXT FOCUS DEADLINE 

January 16, 2019 

 

H  O   P   E 
           Discovering it 

                  Living it   

                 Sharing it  
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503 E Stephenson St. 
Marion, IN 46952 
(765) 438-8107 

 

Email address: jason.stanley@inumc.org    
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   PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR— Donna Wiley 
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