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Looking and Seeing 
 

 As many of you know, I have recently been undergoing surgeries to remove the cataracts from both my 
eyes.  It has been an eye-opening experience (pun intended) for me in many ways.  I never before realized how 
often in my daily life I bend over, rub my eyes, and lift items that weigh over 25 lbs. until those activities were 
forbidden!  I also had not anticipated how difficult reading and writing would be with uneven visual correction as 
I go through this process.  So, please accept my apologies for the tardiness of this newsletter.  Rita has been wait-
ing for my input, so I bear full responsibility. 

 My current eye issues have made me more aware of the many times that Scripture uses visual descriptions 
when illustrating our openness to God’s leading.  In her devotional Awaken, Priscilla Shirer writes about how Je-
sus often told those who gathered around him to SEE, not just LOOK at others.  She says that while looking is a 
physical function of the human body, seeing “requires the willing cooperation of the heart”.  She asks how differ-
ent our interactions and responses to others would be if we let the Holy Spirit remove our spiritual cataracts and 
let us truly SEE them.  She goes on to say: 

 You would become a choice instrument in the hand of God, prepared for His purposes, propelled by His 
passion, moved to displays of grace and mercy toward the hurting victims of a lost and dying world. 

 As we go out into the world in the days ahead, let us ask God to give us His eyes to truly SEE below the 
surface of our encounters so that we might be blessed as we extend His grace and blessing to others. 
 

Elisha prayed, “Lord, please open his eyes and let Him see.”                                           II Kings 6: 17 (CSB) 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Colleen 

   

Consecration Sunday Is Coming! 
 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give to their 
church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow 
spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their in-
comes. 

November 19, this year’s Consecration Sunday, will be a celebration, as we focus on the biblical philosophy of the need of 
the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating 
people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. We want to encourage people toward proportionate and systematic giving in re-
sponse to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their 2018 financial 
commitments to our church’s ministries in Marion and around the world.  It will be a time to honor God’s faithfulness to us 
and a joyful celebration of being a part of God’s message of Good News.  After the worship service, we will gather for a 
Soup Dinner of Thanksgiving.   

If you are unable to attend worship that morning, we ask that your commitment card be returned to the office by that date, so 
that the church leadership can prepare a 2018 budget based on expected giving. 

 



 

 

 

Preschool Postings 

Another month has flown by! It seems like yesterday that we started preschool. We still have four boys but are looking 
for more children. This is where you can help. Talk about us, tell people about the things you read in the Focus or better 
yet, come visit. The boys love to play games and do puzzles and they aren’t always adept at putting puzzles together 
and they like to have stories read to them. After a visit, you can tell everyone what fun it was.  

We want to thank everyone for the help with the Applebee’s Dine to Donate. We earned $119 with our last May fund-
raiser, apparently there was a mix-up and we recently received the funds for that.  We earned $132.41 in September. 
Thank you for all your support for FUMC Preschool. We need all the help we can get not only financially but with lots 
and lots of prayers to keep our mission going.  

The children are enjoying playing a bingo type game only animal sounds are played instead of calling out numbers. Jer-
emiah remembered it from last year and asked to play the game that hurt his ears. He said “it won’t hurt my ears this 
year.” He also told one of the other boys that last year he said, “It hurts my eyes instead of ears.”  They also like a game 
that plays music and they walk certain ways to the different types. One on the songs is one that they are supposed to tip 
toe. Jeremiah calls the game the “Ghostie song”. We never know what Jeremiah is going to come up with next, it makes 
the day interesting. 

For more stories and fun come join us. We are a small group but we have a lot of fun. 

  

 

HIGHLIGHTS of the OCTOBER CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: 
 

1. Charge Conference will be Sunday, November 5 from 3-5 PM at Noblesville High School 
again this year. This will be a combined meeting and worship service. 

2. We are planning get the pledge cards out by October 25th and Commitment Sunday will be 
Sunday, November 19th. That will also be our Thanksgiving Carry-in Sunday. 

3. The Shoe Drive went well. A thank you to all who helped. 

4. We are looking at repairing the Adams Street awning, 

5. A group of ladies called the Awakening Her has been using the Crossing building and now 
would like to use the fellowship hall once every other month. 
 

Full report of the September meeting is on the bulletin board in the church office hallway. 

SHOE NEWS – YOU did it again. Be-
cause of your support contributions, pray-
er and volunteering, shoes were placed on 
the feet of children who needed them. 
That made for HAPPY FEET! Thanks to 
everyone. 

THANK YOU! Members of the First Uited 
Methodist Church, On behalf of our Allen Families 
I would like to thank you for the shoes for our stu-
dents. I saw so many smiles on that Monday after 
showing me their new shoes. God Bless You All, 
Lori Brane (Social Service Specialist) 

OPEN HOUSE - You are invited to a Christmas Open 
House at Pastor Colleen and Keeva’s home (better 
known as the parsonage, 711 Berkley Drive) Sunday, 
Dec. 3, 2:00-4:00 PM.  Stop in for a time of festive 
food and fellowship! 

ANGEL TREE –We are asking that you get one gift 
per child this year. The cost for the gift should be 
around $20. The gifts should be back to the church 
no later than Monday, December 4th. Our Angel 
Tree party this year will be on Saturday, December 
9th from 11 A.M.to 1 P.M. 



CHANGE FOR MISSIONS 

The first Sunday of each month we pass a            
galvanized bucket around to collect               

change for    missions.   

              August—Preschool                                  $69.00              
 September-Shoe Drive                          $158.41           
 October—Operation Christmas Child     $72.00 

   2017 RESPONSIBLITIES                                    
 FOR THE  DONUTS                                

November—Koinonia Class       
December—J.O.Y. Class                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

2017 Church Spending Plan    

   Monthly       September                        Year to Date                           

  Income             $10,346.00   Income    $119,537.99 

  Expense                  $15,884.63   Expense  $160,516..66 

$37,000 was taken from the Endowment Fund from the Foundation 
since April 2017.  $8,000 was taken from the Scrip Fund and The 

Crossing.  

THANK YOU!  Many thanks for the phone 
calls, food, special cups of coffee, flowers and 
visits   during my bout with lower back prob-
lems. They all reminded me (of what I already 
knew) that we have a thoughtful, caring group 
of people at FUMC, who do care for each oth-
er. All of these acts of kindness did help me to 
feel better. Blessings! Kay Dougherty 

 

     NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
                                         

2 Bob Salveter     16 Miranda Puckett  

2 Barb Duckwall   21 Jim Dougherty                    

2 Terry Ivey   22 Sally Varner 

10  Shawn Swathwood     26 Martha Russell 

11 Mary Frances Russell  26 Doris Schnar   

12 John York   29 Dennis Springer                            

13  Dick Knost    

 

        ANNIVERSARIES 
 

       

  11/01 Tom & Jane Weesner  
  11/11 Larry & Patricia Soultz  
              11/22 Jack & Sidenia Stace    
  11/23 John & Peg York 

FUMC ANGEL OFFERING FOOD DRIVE  

We will be holding a food drive in the month of Novem-
ber through December 17th for the Salvation Army. We 
are asking that you bring non-perishable food items each 
week. There will a box at each entryway. Thank you for 
helping us to help others.  

THANKSGIVING DINNER – We will be celebrat-
ing a Thanksgiving fellowship meal together again 
this year on the Sunday before Thanksgiving 
(November 19).  We are going to have a simpler 
meal of soups, salads, breads, and of course des-
serts.  Please plan to join us for this time of fel-
lowship and giving thanks for the many blessings in 
our lives.  
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SERVICE TIMES 
         SUNDAY SCHOOL—9:30 A.M.                    
     SUNDAY WORSHIP—10:45 A.M.                         
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THE NEXT FOCUS DEADLINE 
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